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Charter Township of Emmett 
Regular Board Meeting 

April 14, 2016 

 

Supervisor Hill called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday April 14, 2016.  The Meeting was 
held at the Township Hall located at 621 Cliff Street Battle Creek, MI  49014.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
followed the opening.  
 

BOARD MEMBER ATTENDANCE  

 

 Dougherty, Jacox, Gunning, Myers, Buller, Talbot, and Hill   QUORUM PRESENT  

          

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion 16-04-01 by Talbot/Dougherty to approve the Agenda as printed by Teresa Myers with adding 

the sale of the old Wattles Park Grocery to John Zahrion. 

Roll Call Vote: Jacox, Gunning, Myers, Buller, Talbot, Dougherty, and Hill                         ALL YES 

                   MOTION CARRIED 

 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion 16-04-02 by Jacox/ Talbot to approve the Consent Agenda 

Roll Call Vote: Gunning, Myers, Buller, Talbot, Dougherty, Jacox, and Hill                      ALL YES 

                               MOTION CARRIED 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Receive and file the Monthly Treasurer’s Report with balances on hand as of: March 31, 

2016 

General Fund   $       1,358,388.66   

SW Emmett Sewer/Water  $           437,171.68 

Sanitation Fund   $           208,770.15 

Project V Sewer Fund   $            (147.89) 

Drug Forfeiture Fund  $             40,148.23 

Public Safety Fund   $            126,444.93  

Public Safety Extra   $            489,885.64 

Beadle Lake Weed Fund  $              25,921.24 

The Monthly Departmental Report: 

 

Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes as printed if any. 
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COMMUNICATIONS & SIMPLE MOTIONS 

 

(Informational) 

Letter of Map Amendment Determination Document (Removal) Beadle Lake Flooding Source 

Recycle – Upcoming Events - Flyer 

Announcements: 

• Township Planning Commission –   To be announced meeting times are @ 5:30 p.m. 

• Z.B.A.  Meeting –   To be Announced 

• Next Township Board Meeting –May 12, 2016 @ 5:30p.m. 

MONTHLY CHECK REGISTER 

Motion 16-04-04 by Talbot/Jacox to accept the Check Register as printed.   

Roll Call Vote: Myers, Buller, Talbot, Dougherty, Jacox, Gunning, and Hill                      ALL YES 

                    MOTION CARRIED 

 

DEPARTMENT VERBAL REPORTS 

 

Supervisor 

 

Hill commented on all that attended the meeting and thanked them all for being here.  

 

Clerk 

 

Myers –commented that she has been working on checking petitions and getting ready for the next 

Election. 

 

Treasurer 

 

Talbot –settled with the County for the 2015 Tax Season. Talbot also stated that she is still collecting 

Delinquent Personal Property Taxes. 

 

Planning and Zoning Business 

 

John MacFarlane- Explained the Planning and Zoning Ordinance and the responsibilities that both the 

Planning and Zoning Boards have will not change. There were many questions from several Board 

members about the process in which Mr. MacFarlane answered. 

Brandi Deshon asked the Board to revoke two Conditional Use Permits for Used Car Lots. They are 1090 

North Raymond Road from Mr. Haywood and 1181 East Michigan which is now Tiffany’s Hair Salon. 
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Motion 16-04-05 by Jacox/ Gunning to revoke both Conditional Use Permits for 1090 North Raymond 

Road and 1181 East Michigan Avenue. 

Roll Call Vote: Buller, Talbot, Dougherty, Jacox, Gunning, Myers, and Hill   ALL YES 

          MOTION CARRIED 

Brandi Deshon asked for two reappointments to the Planning Commission Board the first was for Dick 

Brown as Chair and second was for Chris Craft as Vice Chair. 

 

Motion 16-04-06 by Gunning/ Buller to reappoint Dick Brown as Chair and Chris Craft as Vice Chair. 

Roll Call Vote: Talbot, Dougherty, Jacox, Gunning, Myers, Buller, and Hill   ALL YES 

          MOTION CARRIED 

 

Brandi Deshon asked the Board for an Conditional Use Permit for Deanne Haughey for a daycare facility 

which had gone before the Planning Commission and was approved by the Planning Commission. 

 

Motion 16-04-07 by Jacox / Gunning to approve the Conditional Use Permit for Deanne Haughey for her 

Daycare Facility. 

Roll Call Vote: Dougherty, Jacox, Gunning, Myers, Buller, Talbot, and Hill   ALL YES 

          MOTION CARRIED 

 

Assessing 

 

Leslie – commented that the Assessing Department had settled with the County and that they are very 

busy getting ready to do reappraisals. 

 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

Chief Olson –Stated that it’s been another busy month and continued to go over his monthly report. 

Olson commented on the bomb threat at Harper Creek and stated that the person had been 

apprehended and also commented on all the support that Public Safety received from the State Police, 

Sherriff’s Department, Battle Creek Police Department, BCPD Bomb Disposal Unit, the NHBPI Tribal 

Police, the Department of Natural Resources and the Department of Homeland Security.  Olson also 

commented on home invasion and stated that if you see anything suspicious please report it. 

 

RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

     
Resolution T16-06 Granting Permission to Incorporate the Economic Development Corporation for 
Emmett Charter Township. This Resolution was explained by Attorney John MacFarlane. 
 
Motion 16-04-08 by Gunning/ Buller to approve Resolution T16-06 for Grating Permission to Incorporate 
the Economic Development Corporation for Emmett Charter Township. 
Roll Call Vote: Jacox, Gunning, Myers, Buller, Talbot, Dougherty, and Hill   ALL YES 
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          MOTION CARRIED 

 
  
PO’s - None 
 

Purchase Order 16- 3745 for Flashback3 Nite Watch 10x Optical Zoom Camera Assy, Windshield Mount.  

 

Motion 16-04-10 by Jacox/ Gunning to approve Purchase Order 16-3745 for $440.00. 

Roll Call Vote: Myers, Buller, Talbot, Dougherty, Jacox, Gunning, and Hill   ALL YES 

          MOTION CARRIED 

 

UNFINISHED BUISNESS 

 

GUNS -  Chief Olson explained the cost difference on the purchase of the guns from December 15, 2015 

Board Meeting which was Motion 15-12-07 at a cost of $8,889.11 as of this month the actual cost will be 

$11,599.00 for the purchase of the guns for Public Safety. 

 

Motion16-04-09 by Dougherty/ Gunning to approve the cost difference from 12/15/15 to 4/14/16 to be 

$11,599.00. 

Roll Call Vote: Dougherty, Jacox, Gunning, Myers, Buller, Talbot, and Hill   ALL YES 

          MOTION CARRIED 

Buller asked the Board to move ahead with the finalize sale to Mr. Zaharion for the Old Wattles Park 

Grocery Store with the Lawn Mowing back Taxes and the cost that the Township had paid for the 

building for a total cost of $28,497.39 

 

Motion 16-04-11 by Buller/ Gunning to approve the Sale of the Old Wattles Park Grocery Store to John 

Zaharion for a total cost of $28,497.39 

Roll Call Vote: Gunning, Myers, Buller, Talbot, Dougherty, Jacox, and Hill   ALL YES 

          MOTION CARRIED 

Discussion on Roads with John MacFarlane and residents there was much discussion on what should be 

done and the best possible way to getting our roads fixed. After much discussion the Board agreed to 

put a mileage on the upcoming August Ballot. 

 

Public Comments on Roads 

 

Resident on who will determine which roads get repaved first. 

 

Resident on understanding roads need to be done as car repair is expensive. 

 

Resident commented on being on Fox 17 News for Victoria Place Road as it is so bad it causes a young 

man to have seizures. 
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Resident on how long to pay back . 

 

Resident on how the County Road Department fills pot holes this resident stated that the holes should 

be cleaned out before they fill them. 

 

Resident on the Beadle Lake Paving project and having only two years to pay for it. 

 

Leslie explained that this would be different and that it would be placed on the tax roll for 12 years. 

 

Hill explained about getting a Bond for all the roads especially now that interest rates are at 2%-3% at 

this time and not knowing how long the rates will stay at this rate he feels we need to move ahead. 

 

Resident on how good roads are in Wisconsin and even up north and was wondering if those Townships 

Roads Departments do something different or are we getting cheap asphalt. 

 

Resident hopes roads go to a vote because he worries about safety. 

 

Resident on Park Shore comments on how horrible E drive is and the fact that it’s been cold patched to 

death however he does appreciate when he calls to report the County truck turns up to fill holes. 

Resident would like hard numbers on roads a schedule and who determine what roads get done first. 

 

Newton resident on K drive pot holes and filling a few holes then leaving other holes. 

 

Resident on Library fees and getting rid of a portion of it and also asked about a bucket system program 

from the County set out a bucket and let residents fill there holes. 

 

Resident commented on the money for a mileage going straight to the roads and also stated that the 

road signs on Raymond Road still wrong. 

 

Resident asked what would happen when property values increases and where the extra money would 

go. Leslie commented that the extra money could go back to roads or to pay on the Bond. 

 

Christopher Bolt stated that he has been with the County for a little over a year and he empathizes and 

sympathizes with all and stated that this is tough issue and that he gets to do this at 18 more places 

around the County and that this is a New Road Department. Christopher introduced Fred Oaks as 

Project Management & Design Coordinator, Ann Cox in Communications, and Angie Kline as Director of 

Engineering.  Christopher explained that they do all roads through the Township on the money they 

receive from the gas tax which also includes tree trimming cleaning ditches and with the money they 

receive from the gas tax alone they are struggling to take care of roads. He also commented that the job 

of filling Potholes is a thankless one.  He explained Public Act 51 to all this is money that the County gets 

to repair our roads. Christopher explained that they can’t say how long the County will be able to make 

the Bond deal available and if the Township moved forward with this process it would include tree 
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trimming also they would hope to start this project 2017-18 -19 and could even go into 2020. And they 

will bond with the Township if possible. 

 

John MacFarlane explained Bond and Mileage rate for the Township. 

 

Christopher Bolt explained that there are 4 key reasons to move forward now.  The first being Bond 

rates has never been so low there at a 2%-3% and not sure how long they will stay at those rates.  

Second is asphalt oil is at an all-time low. Third is the cost of road construction and fourth is the cost of 

asphalt per ton. The longer the Township waits on this it is possible that the cost will increase. 

 

Myers asked Christopher Bolt about Division Drive as she stated she has received numerous calls on how 

the road did not fare well this winter and asked if they would be coming back to put the two inch cap on 

that was talked about last year by the Road Department since the road was not done right to begin with 

there was no one from the County to oversee this job like they were supposed to.  Mr. Bolt stated that 

he had recently drove down Division Drive and agreed that it needed something and that they would 

make it right. 

 

Resident on speed on Golden Avenue since being repaved. 

 

Mr. MacFarlane stated that the Board would need to vote on this by resolution.  The Board agreed that 

this needed to go on the August Ballot for the residents to decide on the mileage for the roads. 

 

Mr. Hill stated that there would be a special meeting on Thursday April 21 at 5:30 for the Board to vote 

on a 3.5. Mileage for the roads. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Suggestion Box 

 

Myers stated that this would be something the residents could do if there was something specific they 

would like to see change in the Township or ideas that they might have to benefit the Township. Myers 

stated that there is a drop box out in front of the Administration Building for them to go the Board will 

review them and comment on the suggestions. 

 

Library Discussion- 

 

There was much discussion on the issue of the 2 mills that the library recieves. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
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Bing Robinson introduced himself and commented that he was running on the republican ticket for 

Drain Commissioner. 

Resident on the Township not having Animal Control. 

 

Resident on a robbery at knife point that wasn’t brought up under Public Safety’s report. 

 

Resident on how much money the library gets for the mileage for a year. 

 

TRUSTEE COMMENTS 

 

Jacox – Glad to see all the attendance for tonight’s meeting and glad it’s over. 

 

Dougherty- Thanked all for coming to tonight’s meeting. 

 

Buller – The Board is here to represent the residents of the Township. 

 

Gunning– Thanked all for coming and glad we can put the road issue to rest. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion 16-04-12 by Hill at 8:00 p.m. 

Voice Vote:        ALL YES 

          MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

 

 

 

Timothy Hill, Supervisor       Teresa Myers, Clerk 

Emmett Charter Township      Emmett Charter Township 


