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(269) 964-3888

Silent Observer Program

The Silent Observer Program is a nationally recognized model for community crime
fighting and was first established by the Battle Creek Area Chamber Foundation.
Since that time the program has been duplicated across the world either as “Silent
Observer”, or Crimestoppers”. The premise is simple. Only through citizen participation
can law enforcement solve crimes. Silent Observer offers citizens the opportunity to
provide police with vital information — yet remain anonymeous. Tipster’s can receive
rewards of up to $5,000 for providing information leading to the arrest of individuals
who are later bound over for trial.

1. History

Created by business leaders in 1970 to help build a safer community
Anonymous tip line (269) 964-3888

Cash rewards for those who help solve a felony

Current maximum reward is $5,000

Silent Observer Committee approves all rewards

Fast 50 School Program was established in 2002

Felony Gun Program was established in 2005

Through a Grant from Project Safe Neighborhoods, Silent Observer in
2008 instituted an anonymous text messaging program installed in
Central Dispatch

Silent Observer is a Non-Profit Organization
Grant’s

Community Support/Donation’s

Annual Golf Outing



3. Creative Initiatives

The Fugitive Program

e Partner with Michigan State Police to feature monthly wanted fugitive
e Up to $1,000 reward for capture (Partnership with Battle Creek Enquirer)
e 95% arrest rate since program began in June 1997

Fast 50

e School based program

e Rewards of $50 for student information that keeps school environment safe
e Payment authorized by school officer (rapid turnaround)

e Battle Creek, Harper Creek, Lakeview and Pennfield participating

Felony Gun Program

e Seek seizure of an illegal weapon or the bind over or indictment of a
felon in possession of a firearm
e Up to $1,000 reward

e Fast 50 Program Payout — Average 40-50 per School Year

e Felony Gun Program Payout — Average 1-3 per Year

e  Fugitive of the Month Program Payout — Average 1-5 per Year
e Tips Received — Average 500+ per Year

5. Reporting Process

e Call (269) 964-3888

e Text message to CRIMES (274637), then enter “SOTIP” and text
your message

e Web - www.crimereports.com

e Download a Free “TipSubmit Mobile” app for iPhone and/or
Android cell phones.

These lines are located at Calhoun County Consolidated Dispatch Center,
and are answered 24 hours each day. There is no caller ID Function.
It is completely anonymous.

For more information on how you can help the
Silent Observer Program please contact:

Battle Creek Area Chamber Foundation

34 WestJackson Street, Suite 3A
Battle Creek, Ml 49017 n%
Battle Creek Area Main: (269) 962-4076 /'\
i Chamber Foundation Fax: (269) 962-6309 ¢
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www.battlecreek.org

Yoetrr Commrnintdy, Yoer Call



